
Free to Boast in 
Cross of Christ
Galatians 6:11-18

GALATIANS: 
Christ’s 
Gracious 
Gospel



But far be it from me to boast except in the cross 
of our Lord Jesus Christ, by which the world has 
been crucified to me, and I to the world.

Galatians 6:14 



But far be it from me to boast 
except in the cross of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, by which the 
world has been crucified to 
me, and I to the world.

Galatians 6:14 

“it means to boast in, glory 
in, trust in, rejoice in, revel 
in, live for. The object of 
our boast or ‘glory’ fills 
our horizons, engrosses 
our attention, and absorbs 
our time and energy. In a 
word, our ‘glory’ is our 
obsession.”  

John Stott





Summary & Conclusion

See with what large letters I am writing to you 
with my own hand. 

Galatians 6:11



Situation: Judaizers

From ἰουδαΐζω (ioudaizō): verb 
live as a Jew, follow Jewish customs, live in the manner of a Jew 

believed in Jesus as the Messiah, the Lord and Savior added 
Mosaic Law, especially circumcision.

Swanson, J. (1997). Dictionary of Biblical Languages with Semantic Domains: Greek (New Testament) (electronic ed.). Oak Harbor: Logos Research Systems, Inc.



Grace alone 
through Faith alone 
in Christ alone

• Personal Defense. 1:11-2:21

• Doctrinal Explanation. 3:1-4:31

• Practical Application. 5:1-6:10



Motivation of the Judaizers

It is those who want to make a good showing in 
the flesh who would force you to be circumcised, 
and only in order that they may not be 
persecuted for the cross of Christ. 

Galatians 6:12



Boasting in the cross replaces fear with faith!

It is those who want to make a good showing in 
the flesh who would force you to be circumcised, 
and only in order that they may not be 
persecuted for the cross of Christ. 

Galatians 6:12



For even those who are circumcised do not 
themselves keep the law, but they desire to have 
you circumcised that they may boast in your 
flesh. 

Galatians 6:13



Boasting in the Cross focuses on heart change 

For even those who are circumcised do not 
themselves keep the law, but they desire to have 
you circumcised that they may boast in your 
flesh. 

Galatians 6:13



Boast not in the things of the world. 

But far be it from me to boast except in the cross 
of our Lord Jesus Christ, by which the world has 
been crucified to me, and I to the world.  

Galatians 6:14



Boast in the Cross of Christ that made you a new creation. 

For neither circumcision counts for anything, nor 
uncircumcision, but a new creation. 16 And as 
for all who walk by this rule, peace and mercy be 
upon them…   

Galatians 6:15-16a



But far be it from me to boast except in the 
cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, by which the 
world has been crucified to me, and I to the 
world.  

Galatians 6:14
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