
TRANSFORMED RESPONSE 
TO EVIL

ROMANS 12:14-21

Romans 12 Series: 

Living the Transformed Life





“I have only one message for the 
people of India. I’m not bitter. 
Neither am I angry. But I have 
one great desire: that each 
citizen of this country should 
establish a personal relationship 
with Jesus Christ who gave his 
life for their sins … let us burn 
hatred and spread the flame of 
Christ’s love.”



Remember the word that I said to you: ‘A servant 
is not greater than his master.’ If they persecuted 
me, they will also persecute you.  

John 15:20

"Everyone who wants to live a godly life in Christ 
Jesus will be persecuted.“ 

2 Timothy 3:12 



ROMANS 12

14Bless those who persecute you;… 
17Repay no one evil for evil, …
19Beloved, never avenge yourselves,… 
21Do not be overcome by evil,  but overcome evil 
with good. 



A TRANSFORMED RESPONSE TO 
PERSECUTION REQUIRES ONGOING 

TRANSFORMATION

1I appeal to you therefore, brothers, by the mercies of 
God, to present your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy 
and acceptable to God, which is your spiritual worship.

Romans 12:1



A TRANSFORMED RESPONSE TO 
PERSECUTION REQUIRES ONGOING 

TRANSFORMATION

2 Do not be conformed to this world, but be 
transformed by the renewal of your mind, that by 
testing you may discern what is the will of God, what is 
good and acceptable and perfect.

Romans 12:2





MATURING, SPIRIT RELIANT BELIEVERS 
RESPOND TO PERSECUTION AND EVIL BY…

Desiring to bless not curse

Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not 
curse them.

Romans 12:14



“But I say to you who hear, Love your enemies, 
do good to those who hate you, bless those 
who curse you, pray for those who abuse you.

Luke 6:27–28: 27

‘Love your enemies and pray for those who 
persecute you.’ 

Matt. 5:44



“I have only one message for the 
people of India. I’m not bitter. 
Neither am I angry. But I have 
one great desire: that each 
citizen of this country should 
establish a personal relationship 
with Jesus Christ who gave his 
life for their sins … let us burn 
hatred and spread the flame of 
Christ’s love.”



SUPPORTING FELLOW BELIEVERS FACING 
PERSECUTION AND EVIL

15 Rejoice with those who rejoice, weep with 
those who weep.16Live in harmony with one 
another. Do not be haughty, but associate with 
the lowly. Never be wise in your own sight. 

Romans 12:15-16



More than that, we rejoice in our sufferings, 
knowing that suffering produces endurance, 
and endurance produces character, and 
character produces hope, 

Romans 5:3-4



SUPPORTING FELLOW BELIEVERS FACING 
PERSECUTION AND EVIL

15 Rejoice with those who rejoice, weep with 
those who weep.16Live in harmony with one 
another. Do not be haughty, but associate with 
the lowly. Never be wise in your own sight. 

Romans 12:15-16



PURSING PEACE NOT PAYBACK

17 Repay no one evil for evil,  but give 
thought to do what is honorable in the sight 
of all. 18 If possible, so far as it depends on 
you, live peaceably with all.

Romans 12:17-18



“Christians are to think ahead about the 
implications of their actions and what kind of 
effect they will have on others, knowing that 
everything they do has an influence on those who 
are watching. Will they see a noble life or a 
worthless life that is just like everyone else’s? We 
owe people a different kind of life because we 
know and represent Christ on earth.  … We owe 
everyone, even our enemies, a demonstration of a 
life influenced by Christ.”

Grant Richison



PURSING PEACE NOT PAYBACK

17 Repay no one evil for evil,  but give 
thought to do what is honorable in the sight 
of all. 18 If possible, so far as it depends on 
you, live peaceably with all.

Romans 12:17-18



SERVING GRACIOUSLY NOT AVENGING

19 Beloved, never avenge yourselves, but 
leave it to the wrath of God, for it is written, 
“Vengeance is mine, I will repay, says the 
Lord.” 

Romans 12:19



SERVING GRACIOUSLY NOT AVENGING

To the contrary, “if your enemy is hungry, feed 
him; if he is thirsty, give him something to drink; 
for by so doing you will heap burning coals on his 
head.” 

Romans 12:20





MODELING CHRISTLIKENESS, OVERCOMING 
EVIL WITH GOOD. 

Do not be overcome by evil, but 
overcome evil with good.

Romans 12:21



TRANSFORMED FOLLOWERS

Desire to bless not curse

Pursue peace not payback

Give gracious service not vengeance 

Model Christlikeness, overcome evil 
with good.



but God shows his love for us in that while we were still 
sinners, Christ died for us. [9] Since, therefore, we have now 
been justified by his blood, much more shall we be saved by 
him from the wrath of God. [10] For if while we were 
enemies we were reconciled to God by the death of his Son, 
much more, now that we are reconciled, shall we be saved 
by his life. [11] More than that, we also rejoice in God 
through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we have now 
received reconciliation. (Romans 5:8-11 ESV)
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