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VISION EMPHASIS 2022

BE TRANSFORMED AS WE ARE MOTIVATED BY 
GRACE TO WALK BY FAITH IN OBEDIENCE TO 
THE LORD. 



• Background to Exodus 33 -34

• Moses’s failure at 40.

• Moses called by God at 80.

• Exodus out of Egypt.

• Receiving of Law at Mount Sinai. Old Covenant.

• People fashion a golden calf.

• God’s discipline.

• Moses called to continue but God not in midst of camp.



MOSES’ REQUESTS WHEN 
“FACE TO FACE” WITH GOD

Thus the Lord used to speak to Moses face to face, 
as a man speaks to his friend. When Moses turned 
again into the camp, his assistant Joshua the son of 
Nun, a young man, would not depart from the tent. 

Exodus 33:11



1ST REQUEST 
12Moses said to the Lord, “See, you say to me, ‘Bring 
up this people,’ but you have not let me know whom 
you will send with me. Yet you have said, ‘I know 
you by name, and you have also found favor in my 
sight.’ 13Now therefore, if I have found favor in your 
sight, please show me now your ways, that I may 
know you in order to find favor in your sight. 
Consider too that this nation is your people.”

Exodus 33:12-13



GOD’S ANSWER

And he said, “My presence will go with 
you, and I will give you rest.”

Exodus 33:14



2ND REQUEST 

15And he said to him, “If your presence will not go 
with me, do not bring us up from here. 16For how 
shall it be known that I have found favor in your 
sight, I and your people? Is it not in your going with 
us, so that we are distinct, I and your people, from 
every other people on the face of the earth?”

Exodus 33:15–16



GOD’S ANSWER

And the LORD said to Moses, “This very thing that 
you have spoken I will do, for you have found favor 
in my sight, and I know you by name.”

Exodus 33:17



3RD REQUEST 

Moses said, “Please show me your glory.”

Exodus 33:18 



GOD’S ANSWER

18Moses said, “Please show me your glory.” 19And 
he said, “I will make all my goodness pass before 
you and will proclaim before you my name ‘The 
LORD.’ And I will be gracious to whom I will be 
gracious, and will show mercy on whom I will 
show mercy.

Exodus 33:18–19 



GOD’S ANSWER
20But,” he said, “you cannot see my face, for man 
shall not see me and live.” 21And the LORD said, 
“Behold, there is a place by me where you shall 
stand on the rock, 22and while my glory passes 
by I will put you in a cleft of the rock, and I will 
cover you with my hand until I have passed by. 
23Then I will take away my hand, and you shall 
see my back, but my face shall not be seen.”

Exodus 33:20–23 



GOD’S GLORY AND MOSES’ RESPONSE. 

5The LORD descended in the cloud and stood with 
him there, and proclaimed the name of the LORD. 
6The LORD passed before him and proclaimed, 
“The LORD, the LORD, a God merciful and gracious, 
slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love and 
faithfulness,



GOD’S GLORY AND MOSES’ RESPONSE. 

7keeping steadfast love for thousands, forgiving 
iniquity and transgression and sin, but who will by 
no means clear the guilty, visiting the iniquity of the 
fathers on the children and the children’s children, 
to the third and the fourth generation.” 

Exodus 34:5–7



GOD’S GLORY AND MOSES’ RESPONSE. 

6The LORD passed before him and proclaimed, 
“The LORD, the LORD, a God merciful and gracious, 
slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love and 
faithfulness, …8And Moses quickly bowed his head 
toward the earth and worshiped. 

Exodus 34:6a & 8 



I appeal to you therefore, brothers, by the mercies of 
God, to present your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy 
and acceptable to God, which is your spiritual 
worship. Do not be conformed to this world, but be 
transformed by the renewal of your mind,

Romans 12:1-2



MOSES'S FACE SHINING

29When Moses came down from Mount Sinai, with the 
two tablets of the testimony in his hand as he came 
down from the mountain, Moses did not know that 
the skin of his face shone because he had been 
talking with God. 30Aaron and all the people of Israel 
saw Moses, and behold, the skin of his face shone, 
and they were afraid to come near him. 

Exodus 34:29–30 



MOSES'S FACE SHINING

31But Moses called to them, and Aaron and all the 
leaders of the congregation returned to him, and 
Moses talked with them. 32Afterward all the people of 
Israel came near, and he commanded them all that 
the LORD had spoken with him in Mount Sinai. 33And 
when Moses had finished speaking with them, he put 
a veil over his face.

Exodus 34:31–33 



WHY THE VEIL

…not like Moses, who would put a veil over 
his face so that the Israelites might not gaze 
at the outcome of what was being brought to 
an end. 

2 Corinthians 3:13 



“WHAT WE BEHOLD WE BECOME.” CJ MAHANEY

And we all, with unveiled face, beholding the 
glory of the Lord, are being transformed into the 
same image from one degree of glory to 
another. For this comes from the Lord who is the 
Spirit.  

2 Corinthians 3:18 



“WE BEHOLD THE GLORY OF GOD IN THE FACE 
OF JESUS CHRIST BY HEARING OR READING 
GOD’S WORD IN DEPENDENCE UPON GOD’S 
SPIRIT.” CJ MAHANEY

And we all, with unveiled face, beholding the 
glory of the Lord, are being transformed into the 
same image from one degree of glory to another. 
For this comes from the Lord who is the Spirit.  

2 Corinthians 3:18 



“WE BEHOLD THE GLORY OF GOD IN THE FACE 
OF JESUS CHRIST BY HEARING OR READING 
GOD’S WORD IN DEPENDENCE UPON GOD’S 
SPIRIT.” CJ MAHANEY

When you read this, you can perceive my 
insight into the mystery of Christ, 

Ephesians 3:4 



To me, it is simply wonderful that God would lead 
Paul, in Ephesians3:4, to make unmistakably explicit 
this breathtaking fact about reading, namely, that the 
riches of the glory of God are perceived through 
reading. It is wonderful because reading is so 
ordinary, but the unsearchable riches of Christ are so 
extraordinary. It’s as if he said that you can fly by 
sitting. Or that you can be on the top of Mount Everest 
by breathing. 



By reading we can see divine glory! By the most 
ordinary act, we can see the most wonderful 
reality. A surge of joy goes through me when I 
think about this. In that book, by the act of 
reading, I may see the glory of God. O Lord, 
incline my heart to that book and not to vanity! 
That is my prayer— for myself and you.

John Piper. Reading Scripture Supernaturally



“WE BEHOLD THE GLORY OF GOD IN THE FACE 
OF JESUS CHRIST BY HEARING OR READING 
GOD’S WORD IN DEPENDENCE UPON GOD’S 
SPIRIT.” CJ MAHANEY

And we all, with unveiled face, beholding the 
glory of the Lord, are being transformed into the 
same image from one degree of glory to another. 
For this comes from the Lord who is the Spirit.  

2 Corinthians 3:18 
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