LIVING OUT THE GOSPEL AS EXILES
IN A WORLD OF OPPOSITION

CALLED TO BLESSING
1 PETER 3:8-12
OCTOBER 30, 2022




12 Beloved, do not be surprised at the
fiery trial when it comes upon you to
test you, as though something
strange were happening to you.

13 But rejoice insofar as you share
Christ’s sufferings, that you may also
rejoice and be glad when his glory is
revealed. 1 Peter 4:12-13 (ESV)



12 By Silvanus, a faithful brother as |
regard him, | have written briefly to
you, exhorting and declaring that this
Is the true grace of God. Stand firm in
it.

1 Peter 5:12 (ESV)



12 By Silvanus, a faithful brother as |
regard him, | have written briefly to
you, exhorting and declaring that this
Is the true grace of God. Stand firm in
it.

1 Peter 5:12 (ESV)
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3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord
Jesus Christ! According to his great mercy, he
has caused us to be born again to a living
hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ
from the dead, # to an inheritance that is
imperishable, undefiled, and unfading, kept in
heaven for you, ®> who by God’s power are
being guarded through faith for a salvation

ready to be revealed in the last time.
1 Peter 1:3-5 (ESV)



9 But you are a chosen race, a royal
priesthood, a holy nation, a people for his
own possession, that you may proclaim the
excellencies of him who called you out of
darkness into his marvelous light. ' Once you
were not a people, but now you are God's
people; once you had not received mercy, but
now you have received mercy.

1 Peter 2:9-10 (ESV)
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13 But rejoice insofar as you share
Christ’'s sufferings, that you may also
rejoice and be glad when his glory Is
revealed.

1 Peter 4:13 (ESV)



10 And after you have suffered a little
while, the God of all grace, who has
called you to his eternal glory In
Christ, will himself restore, confirm,
strengthen, and establish you.

1 Peter 5:10 (ESV)
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Outline of 1 Peter
A. ldentity of God's People (1:1-2:10)
B. Instruction for God’s People (2:11-4:11)
C. Incentive for God’s People (4:12-5:14)



1 Beloved, | urge you as sojourners and
exiles to abstain from the passions of the
flesh, which wage war against your soul.

12 Keep your conduct among the Gentiles
honorable, so that when they speak against

you as evildoers, they may see your good
deeds and glorify God on the day of visitation.

1 Peter 2:11—12 (ESV)



2:13 Be subject for the Lord’s sake to every
human institution

2:18 Servants, be subject to your masters with all
respect

3:1 Likewise, wives, be subject to your own
husbands...

3.7 Likewise, husbands, live with your wives...



2:13 Be subject for the Lord’s sake to every
human institution

2:18 Servants, be subject to your masters with all
respect

3:1 Likewise, wives, be subject to your own
husbands...

3.7 Likewise, husbands, live with your wives...
3:8 Finally, all of you....



J ...bless, for to this you were called,
that you may obtain a blessing.

1 Peter 3:9b (ESV)



Main Point:

God rewards (blesses) us in this life
and In eternity when we bless others

by action and word.
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C. Be in Your (3:10-12)




1 Peter 3:8-12 Called to Blessing

A. Be Selfless in Your Community (3:8)
B. Be in Your (3:9)
C. Be in Your (3:10-12)




8 Finally, all of you, have unity of
mind, sympathy, brotherly love, a
tender heart, and a humble mind.

1 Peter 3:8 (ESV)
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8 Finally, all of you, have unity of
mind, sympathy, brotherly love, a
tender heart, and a humble mind.

1 Peter 3:8 (ESV)



onoppwv (homophron)
opnog, (homos)
one and the same, common, joint
opny (phrén)
1. midriff
2. heart, as seat of the passions

3. mind, as seat of mental
faculties, perception, thought



! Therefore if there is any encouragement
iIn Christ, if there is any consolation of
love, If there is any fellowship of the Spirit,
if any affection and compassion, < make
my joy complete by being of the same
mind, maintaining the same love, united
In spirit, intent on one purpose.

Philippians 2:1-2 (NASB95)



Has it ever occurred to you that one hundred
pianos all tuned to the same fork are automatically
tuned to each other? They are of one accord by
being tuned, not to each other, but to another
standard to which each one must individually bow.
So one hundred worshipers [meeting] together,
each one looking away to Christ, are in heart
nearer to each other than they could possibly be,
were they to become ‘unity’ conscious and turn
their eyes away from God to strive for closer
fellowship. A. W. Tozer, The Pursuit of God



Mission

To glorify God and make disciples by
bringing people together through the
Gospel and building up mature
followers of Christ.



Strategy

We endeavor to make disciples as we

help people...

1. Believe the Gospel of Christ & the whole
counsel of God’'s Word.

2. Belong to the Community of Christ.

3. Build Up one another’s faith in Christ.

4. Be Strong in the mission of Christ.



In essentials, unity;
In hon-essentials, liberty,
In all things, chatrity.

Augustine of Hippo
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8 Finally, all of you, have unity of
mind, sympathy, brotherly love, a
tender heart, and a humble mind.

1 Peter 3:8 (ESV)



cvunmtaOng (sympathés)
sympathetic, understanding

William Arndt et al., A Greek-English Lexicon of the New Testament and Other Early Christian Literature
(Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 2000), 958.



symepactheteic \ sim-pa-the-tik\ adjective

1. existing or operating through an affinity,
interdependence, or mutual association
2. a: appropriate to one’'s mood, inclinations, or
disposition

b: marked by kindly or pleased appreciation
3: given to, marked by, or arising from sympathy,
compassion, friendliness, and sensitivity to others
emotions
4: favorably inclined: APPROVING <{not
sympathetic to the idea)

)



1 Corinthians 12:21-26



21 The eye cannot say to the hand, ‘I
have no need of you,” nor again the
head to the feet, “| have no need of
you.” %2 On the contrary, the parts of
the body that seem to be weaker are
Indispensable,



23 and on those parts of the body that
we think less honorable we bestow
the greater honor, and our
unpresentable parts are treated with
greater modesty,



24 which our more presentable parts
do not require. But God has so
composed the body, giving greater
honor to the part that lacked i,



2> that there may be no division in the
body, but that the members may
have the same care for one another.
26 If one member suffers, all suffer
together; if one member is honored,
all rejoice together.

1 Corinthians 12:21-26 (ESV)



Charles Haddon Spurgeon
1834-1892
The “Prince of Preachers”




It is not easy to be effectively sympathetic.
Some cannot manifest tenderness even
when they have a mind to do so. | once
knew a minister who had never suffered
pain or illness in his life. | was unwell in his
house, and he most kindly tried to
sympathize with me. He did it almost as
wonderfully as an elephant picks up a pin.
It was a marvel that he could attempt a
thing so altogether out of his line.



Many of the trials that are
experienced by Christians are sent
as an education in the art of
sympathy. Be thankful for that
which enables you to be a minister
of consolation to your fellow men,
but feel that in this matter you are
a learner yet, and will frequently
meet with sorrows and with joys
iInto which you cannot enter.



"Sympathy is two
hearts tugging at
one load”

.ﬁar}:hursb

";’k 892 By Napoleon Sareny N

Charles Parkhurst
1842-1933
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3. Brotherly Love
4.

5.




8 Finally, all of you, have unity of
mind, sympathy, brotherly love, a
tender heart, and a humble mind.

1 Peter 3:8 (ESV)



14 And Onias spoke, saying, “This is
a man who loves the family of Israel
and prays much for the people and
the holy city—Jeremiah, the prophet
of God.”

2 Maccabees 15:14 (NRSV)
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“The writer is not thinking of
brotherly love in general, but of
the special love which should knit
believers in Christ together.”

J. N. D. Kelly, The Epistles of Peter and of Jude,

Black’s New Testament Commentary (London: Continuum, 1969), 130.
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A. Be Selfless in Your Community (3:8)

1. Unity of Mind
2. Sympathy

3. Brotherly Love
4. Tender Heart
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8 Finally, all of you, have unity of
mind, sympathy, brotherly love, a
tender heart, and a humble mind.

1 Peter 3:8 (ESV)



Evomlayyvog (eusplanchnos)

pert. to having tender feelings for
someone, tenderhearted,
compassionate

William Arndt et al., A Greek-English Lexicon of the New Testament and Other Early Christian Literature
(Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 2000), 413.



“People in our society tend to be generously
compassionate toward victims of fires, floods, and
other disasters, but the virtue of compassion was
understood differently in the first century, which
used it in mentioning kindness shown to family
members. Its appearance in Peter’s Christian
virtue list implies that the Christian community
should understand itself as a type of family.”

Karen H. Jobes, 1 Peter, Baker Exegetical Commentary on the New Testament (Grand Rapids, MI:
Baker Academic, 2005), 216.



32 Be kind to one another,
tenderhearted, forgiving one another,
as God in Christ forgave you.

Ephesians 4:32 (ESV)
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“When we took him to
the operating room, he
looked up at me and
said, ‘| hope you are all
Republicans’, and |
said, “Today we are all
Republicans, Mr.
President.”

Dr. Joseph Giordano,
a liberal Democrat
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8 Finally, all of you, have unity of
mind, sympathy, brotherly love, a
tender heart, and a humble mind.

1 Peter 3:8 (ESV)



Humility i1s a value that directs
persons to stay within their andbookof
inherited social status. The
strategies for being humble |
include not presuming on

others and avoiding even the
appearance of lording it over

another.




Humble persons do not
threaten or challenge another's
rights, nor do they claim more
for themselves than has been
duly allotted them in life. They
even stay a step below or
behind their rightful status
(e.g., the “unworthy” John,
Mark 1:7).



Thus humility is a socially
acknowledged claim to

neutrality in the competition of
life.



“In the highly competitive and
stratified world of Greco-Roman
antiquity, only those of degraded [ PETFR
social status were ‘'humble,” and
humility was regarded as a sign of
weakness and shame, an inability to
defend one’s honor. Thus the high
value placed on humility by
Israelites and Christians is
remarkable.”

JOHN H. ELLIOTT







3 Do nothing from selfish ambition or
conceit, but in humility count others
more significant than yourselves.

“ Let each of you look not only to his
own interests, but also to the
interests of others.

Philippians 2:3—4 (ESV)



°> Likewise, you who are younger, be
subject to the elders. Clothe
yourselves, all of you, with humility
toward one another, for "God
opposes the proud but gives grace to
the humble.”

1 Peter 5:5 (ESV)
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A. Be Selfless in Your Community (3:8)
1. Unity of Mind
2. Sympathy
3. Brotherly Love

4. Tender Heart
5. Humble Mind
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1 Peter 3:8-12 Called to Blessing

A. Be Selfless in Your Community (3:8)
B. Be Sanctified in Your Communication (3:9)
C. Be in Your (3:10-12)




9 Do not repay evil for evil or reviling
for reviling, but on the contrary, bless,
for to this you were called, that you
may obtain a blessing.

1 Peter 3:9 (ESV)



B. Be Sanctified in Your Communication (3:9)




B. Be Sanctified in Your Communication (3:9)

1. Shouldn’t Injure Back
2.




9 Do not repay evil for evil or reviling
for reviling, but on the contrary, bless,
for to this you were called, that you
may obtain a blessing.

1 Peter 3:9 (ESV)



15 See that no one repays anyone
evil for evil, but always seek to do
good to one another and to

everyone.
1 Thessalonians 5:15 (ESV)



27 “But | say to you who hear, Love
your enemies, do good to those who
hate you,

Luke 6:27 (ESV)



9 Do not repay evil for evil or reviling
for reviling, but on the contrary, bless,
for to this you were called, that you
may obtain a blessing.

1 Peter 3:9 (ESV)



Lowopia (loidoria)

speech that is highly insulting, abuse,
reproach, reviling

William Arndt et al., A Greek-English Lexicon of the New Testament and Other Early Christian Literature
(Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 2000), 602.



14 So | would have younger widows
marry, bear children, manage their
households, and give the adversary
no occasion for slander.

1 Timothy 5:14 (ESV)



21 For to this you have been called, because
Christ also suffered for you, leaving you an
example, so that you might follow in his steps.
22 He committed no sin, neither was deceit
found in his mouth. 23 When he was reviled,
he did not revile in return; when he suffered,
he did not threaten, but continued entrusting
himself to him who judges justly.

1 Peter 2:21-23 (ESV)
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1. Shouldn’t Injure Back
2.




B. Be Sanctified in Your Communication (3:9)

1. Shouldn’t Injure Back
2. Seek Inheritance Blessings




9 Do not repay evil for evil or reviling
for reviling, but on the contrary, bless,
for to this you were called, that you
may obtain a blessing.

1 Peter 3:9 (ESV)



evhoyEm (euloged)
(1) to say someth. commendatory, speak
well of, praise, extol

(2) to ask for bestowal of special favor,
esp. of calling down God’s gracious
power, bless

(3) to bestow a favor, provide with
benefits



9 Do not repay evil for evil or reviling
for reviling, but on the contrary, bless,
for to this you were called, that you
may obtain a blessing.

1 Peter 3:9 (ESV)



26 God, having raised up his servant,
sent him to you first, to bless you by
turning every one of you from your
wickedness."

Acts 3:26 (ESV)



evhoyEm (euloged)
(1) to say someth. commendatory, speak
well of, praise, extol

(2) to ask for bestowal of special favor,
esp. of calling down God’s gracious
power, bless

(3) to bestow a favor, provide with
benefits



21 His master said to him, ‘Well done,
good and faithful servant. You have
been faithful over a little; | will set you

over much. Enter into the joy of your
master.

Matthew 25:21 (ESV)



evhoyEm (euloged)
(1) to say someth. commendatory, speak
well of, praise, extol

(2) to ask for bestowal of special favor,
esp. of calling down God’s gracious
power, bless

(3) to bestow a favor, provide with
benefits



3 Yes, we are of good courage, and we would
rather be away from the body and at home
with the Lord. ® So whether we are at home or
away, we make It our aim to please him.

10 For we must all appear before the judgment
seat of Christ, so that each one may receive
what is due for what he has done in the body,

whether good or euvil.
2 Corinthians 5:8—10 (ESV)



8 for while bodily training is of some
value, godliness is of value in every
way, as it holds promise for the
present life and also for the life to

come.
1 Timothy 4:8 (ESV)
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1 Peter 3:8-12 Called to Blessing

A. Be Selfless in Your Community (3:8)
B. Be Sanctified in Your Communication (3:9)
C. Be Scriptural in Your Confidence (3:10-12)




10 For “Whoever desires to love life and see
good days, let him keep his tongue from evil
and his lips from speaking deceit; ' let him
turn away from evil and do good; let him seek
peace and pursue it. '* For the eyes of the
Lord are on the righteous, and his ears are
open to their prayer. But the face of the Lord
IS against those who do evil.”

1 Peter 3:10-12 (ESV)



13 Keep your tongue from evil and your
lips from speaking deceit. '* Turn away
from evil and do good; seek peace and
pursue it. "> The eyes of the LORD are
toward the righteous and his ears toward
their cry. ' The face of the LORD is
against those who do evil, to cut off the
memory of them from the earth.

Psalm 34:13-16 (ESV)



8 “Remember this and stand firm, recall it
to mind, you transgressors, 2 remember
the former things of old; for | am God, and
there is no other; | am God, and there is
none like me, 9 declaring the end from
the beginning and from ancient times
things not yet done, saying, ‘My counsel
shall stand, and | will accomplish all my
purpose,” Isaiah 46:8—10 (ESV)



10 “For as the rain and the snow come down
from heaven and do not return there but
water the earth, making it bring forth and
sprout, giving seed to the sower and bread to
the eater, " so shall my word be that goes out
from my mouth; it shall not return to me
empty, but it shall accomplish that which |
purpose, and shall succeed in the thing for
which | sentit. Isaiah 55:10-11 (ESV)



17 Sanctify them in the truth; your
word Is truth.

John 17:17 (ESV)



10 For “Whoever desires to love life and see
good days, let him keep his tongue from evil
and his lips from speaking deceit; ' let him
turn away from evil and do good; let him seek
peace and pursue it. '* For the eyes of the
Lord are on the righteous, and his ears are
open to their prayer. But the face of the Lord
IS against those who do evil.”

1 Peter 3:10-12 (ESV)
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10 For “Whoever desires to love life and see
good days, let him keep his tongue from evil
and his lips from speaking deceit; ' let him
turn away from evil and do good; let him seek
peace and pursue it. '* For the eyes of the
Lord are on the righteous, and his ears are
open to their prayer. But the face of the Lord
IS against those who do evil.”

1 Peter 3:10-12 (ESV)



10 For “Whoever desires to love life and see
good days, let him keep his tongue from evil
and his lips from speaking deceit; 11 let him
turn away from evil and do good; let him seek
peace and pursue it. '* For the eyes of the
Lord are on the righteous, and his ears are
open to their prayer. But the face of the Lord
IS against those who do evil.”

1 Peter 3:10-12 (ESV)



9 For the eyes of the LORD run to
and fro throughout the whole earth,
to give strong support to those whose
heart is blameless toward him. You
have done foolishly in this, for from
now on you will have wars.”

2 Chronicles 16:9 (ESV)



1 Peter 3:8-12 Called to Blessing

A. Be Selfless in Your Community (3:8)
B. Be Sanctified in Your Communication (3:9)
C. Be Scriptural in Your Confidence (3:10-12)




Main Point:

God rewards (blesses) us in this life
and In eternity when we bless others

by action and word.



10 For God is not unjust so as to
overlook your work and the love that

you have shown for his name In
serving the saints, as you still do.

Hebrews 6:10 (ESV)
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