For the Glory of God &
the Gospel

Acts 21:17-26
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4] hope to see you in passing as | go to Spain, and
to be helped on my journey there by you, once |
nave enjoyed your company for a while. 25At
bresent, however, | am going to Jerusalem bringing
aid to the saints. 2°For Macedonia and Achaia have
been pleased to make some contribution for the
poor among the saints at Jerusalem. ?7For they
were pleased to do it, and indeed they owe it to
them. For if the Gentiles have come to share in
their spiritual blessings, they ought also to be of
service to them in material blessings.




2WWhen therefore | have completed this and have
delivered to them what has been collected, | will
leave for Spain by way of you... 3°l appeal to you,
brothers, by our Lord Jesus Christ and by the love
of the Spirit, to strive together with me in your
prayers to God on my behalf, 3"that | may be
delivered from the unbelievers in Judea, and that
my service for Jerusalem may be acceptable to the
saints, 32 so that by God’s will | may come to you
with joy and be refreshed in your company.

Romans 15



Now after several years | came to bring alms to my
nation and to present offerings.

Acts 24:17



3 Then Paul answered, “What are you doing,
weeping and breaking my heart? For | am ready not
only to be imprisoned but even to die in Jerusalem
for the name of the Lord Jesus.”

Acts 21:13



| appeal to you, brothers, by our Lord Jesus Christ
and by the love of the Spirit, to strive together with
me in your prayers to God on my behalf, 3"that |
may be delivered from the unbelievers in Judea,
and that my service for Jerusalem may be
acceptable to the saints,

Romans 15:30-31



Paul’s Missionary Report.

7When we had come to Jerusalem, the
brothers received us gladly. '® On the following
day Paul went in with us to James, and all the
elders were present.

Acts 21:17-18



Paul’s Missionary Report.

'9 After greeting them, he related one by one
the things that God had done among the
Gentiles through his ministry. 2° And when

they heard it, they glorified God.
Acts 21:19-20



9...herelated one by one the things that God

had done among the Gentiles through his

ministry.
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Paul’s Missionary Report.

'9 After greeting them, he related one by one
the things that God had done among the
Gentiles through his ministry. 2° And when

they heard it, they glorified God.
Acts 21:19-20



Plan to deal with a problem.

20 And when they heard it, they glorified God.
And they said to him, “You see, brother, how
many thousands there are among the Jews of
those who have believed. They are all zealous
for the law,

Acts 21:20



Plan to deal with a problem.

’and they have been told about you that you
teach all the Jews who are among the Gentiles
to forsake Moses, telling them not to
circumcise their children or walk according to
our customs.

Acts 21:21



What then is to be done? They will certainly
hear that you have come. 23 Do therefore what
we tell you. We have four men who are under
a vow; **take these men and purity yourself
along with them and pay their expenses, so
that they may shave their heads. Thus all will
know that there is nothing in what they have
been told about you, but that you yourself

also live in observance of the law.
Acts 21:22-24



Then Paul took the men, and the next day he
purified himself along with them and went
into the temple, giving notice when the days
of purification would be fulfilled and the
offering presented for each one of them.

Acts 21:26



The reason Paul did it.

'So if there is any encouragement in Christ,
any comfort from love, any participation in the
Spirit, any affection and sympathy, 2complete
my joy by being of the same mind, having the
same love, being in full accord and of one
mind.

Philippians 2:1-2



The reason Paul did it.

3 Do nothing from selfish ambition or conceit,
but in humility count others more significant
than yourselves. 4 Let each of you look not
only to his own interests, but also to the
interests of others.

Philippians 2:3—4



The reason Paul did it.

"9 For though | am free from all, | have made myself
a servant to all, that | might win more of them. 2°To
the Jews | became as a Jew, in order to win Jews.
To those under the law | became as one under the
law (though not being myself under the law) that |
might win those under the law. #' To those outside
the law | became as one outside the law (not being
outside the law of God but under the law of Christ)
that | might win those outside the law.



The reason Paul did it.

22To the weak | became weak, that | might win the
weak. | have become all things to all people, that
by all means | might save some. 231 do it all for the
sake of the gospel, that | may share with them in its
blessings.

1 Corinthians 9:19-23



‘a truly emancipated spirit such as Paul’s is not in
bondage to its own emancipation’.

F. F. Bruce



For the Glory of God &
the Gospel

Acts 21:17-26
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