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A BOOK OF BLESSING FOR THE BELIEVER
REVELATION [:1-6

. The Preface. 1-3
II. The Greeting. 4-6

l1l. The Theme. /-8



BACKGROUND

Date: 90 to 95 AD.
Persecution
Roman Emperor Domitian

Apostle John Imprisoned on Island of Patmos



'The revelation of Jesus Christ, which God gave him
to show to his servants the things that must soon
take place. He made it known by sending his angel
to his servant John, 2who bore witness to the word
of God and to the testimony of Jesus Christ, even to

all that he saw. °Blessed is the one who reads aloud
the words of this prophecy, and blessed are those
who hear, and who keep what is written in It, for
the time Is near.




4John to the seven churches that are in Asia;: Grace
to you and peace from him who is and who was
and who Is to come, and from the seven spirits who
are before his throne, >2and from Jesus Christ the
faithful witness, the firstborn of the dead, and the

ruler of kings on earth. To him who loves us and has
freed us from our sins by his blood °and made us a
Kingdom, priests to his God and Father, to him be
glory and dominion forever and ever. Amen.




‘Behold, he is coming with the clouds, and every
eye Will see him, even those who pierced him, and
all tribes of the earth will wail on account of him.
Even so. Amen. 8 am the Alpha and the Omega,”
says the Lord God, "who Is and who was and who Is

to come, the Almighty.”

Revelation 1:1-8




THE PREFACE.

The revelation of Jesus Christ,
which God gave him to show to
his servants the things that must
soon take place.

ATTOKOAUVYPLC

apokalypsis




As we read John’s description of what he saw and heard, we are
bombarded with language, symbols, and images in a style like
nothing we read elsewhere. Initial confusion is normal. Failure
to catch the big picture in the midst of the details is common. In |
fact, misunderstanding can become a chronic condition. That’s
okay! Revelation doesn’t package wisdom living into memorable
verses like Proverbs or construct a logical argument like :
Romans. Rather, Revelation paints -- pictures and presents | U]
dramas that snare not only our minds, but also our hearts and =
imaginations. o

."#

Charles Swindoll




FOUR SCHOOLS OF INTERPRETATION

. Preterist
ll. Historicist
11]. |[dealist

1V. Futurist



Genre

"The revelation of Jesus
Christ, which God gave him to
show to his servants the
things that must soon take
place....°Blessed is the one
who reads aloud the words of
this prophecy,




Genre

"The revelation of Jesus
Christ, which God gave him to
show to his servants the
things that must soon take
place....°Blessed is the one
who reads aloud the words of
this prophecy... “John to the
seven churches that are In
Asia... [epistolary]

THE SEVEN CHURCHES
OF REVELATION
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'The revelation of Jesus Christ,

which God gave him to show Chain of

to his servants the things that Transmission
mMust soon take place. He
made it known by sending his vl ol e B sl it

angel to his servant John,
2wWho bore withess to the
word of God and to the
testimony of Jesus Christ,
even to all that he saw.
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Blessing

Blessed is the one who
reads aloud the words of
this prophecy, and blessed
are those who hear, and
who keep what is written In
It, for the time Is near.




Blessed In Greek
‘does not express
superficial sentiment
but INnstead the
rugged and tested

Blessing

‘Blessed is the one who
reads aloud the words of

this prophecy, and blessed assurance that itis a
are those who hear, and good thing to be
who Keep what Is written In walking in the

It, for the time Is near. sathway of God's

will.”
EARL PALMER




Blessing

Blessed is the one who
reads aloud the words of
this prophecy, and blessed
are those who hear, and
who keep what is written
IN It, for the time Is near.

Experience Revelation as
a blessing when you

 Read, Hear, Obey




Timing

'The revelation of Jesus Christ,
which God gave him to show
to his servants the things that
must soon take place.
SBlessed is the one who reads
aloud the words of this
prophecy, and blessed are
those who hear, and who
keep what is written in it, for
the time is near.

4 main views:

Within a few years
From God's perspective
Quickly or suddenly

At any time (Imminent)




THE GREETING

4John to the seven
churches that are in Asia:
Grace to you and peace from
him who Is and who was and
Wwho Is to come, and from
the seven spirits who are
before his throne, >2and from
Jesus Christ the faithful
witness, the firstborn of the
dead, and the ruler of kings
on earth.

# Principal Roman roads

THE SEVEN CHURCHES
OF REVELATION

City

One of the “Seven Churches”(Rev. 2-3)

Samothrace

Chios

Imbros
N
‘ Lemn
:
\,q_,
John writ
Churche
Na




The Father

4John to the seven
churches that are In Asia:
Grace to you and peace
from him who is and who
was and who is to come,
and from the seven spirits
who are before his throne,
~and from Jesus Christ the
faithful witness, the
firstborn of the dead, and
the ruler of kings on earth.
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Isaiah 11:1-2

There shall come forth a
shoot from the stump of
Jesse, and a branch from
his roots shall bear fruit.
And the Spirit (1) of the
LORD shall rest upon him,

The Holy Spirit

“.from the seven spirits
who are before his throne...

the Spirit (2) of wisdom
and (3) understanding,
the Spirit (4) of counsel
and (5) might, the Spirit (06)
of knowledge and (7) the
fear of the LORD.




The Son

4John to the seven
churches that are in Asia:
Grace to you and peace
from him who is and who
was and who Is to come,
and from the seven spirits
who are before his throne,
Sand from Jesus Christ the
faithful witness, the
firstborn of the dead, and
the ruler of kings on earth.




Doxology/Praise/Worship

~and from Jesus Christ ...

To him who loves us and
has freed us from our sins
by his blood °and made us
a Kingdom, priests to his
God and Father, to him be
glory and dominion forever
and ever. Amen.




Doxology/Praise/Worship Experience Revelation as
a blessing when you

>and from Jesus Christ ...
To him who loves us an.d
has freed Uus from our sins

by his blood °and made us
a kKingdom, priests to his - Behold the character

God and Father, to him be of our Triune God
glory and dominion forever then worship.
and ever. Amen.

 Read, Hear, Obey




THE THEME

’Behold, he is coming with
the clouds, and every eye will
see him, even those who
plerced him, and all tribes of
the earth will wail on account
of him. Even so. Amen.

8%l am the Alpha and the
Omega,” says the Lord God,
"wWho Is and who was and
WwWho IS to come, the
Almighty.”




THE THEME

’‘Behold, he is coming with
the clouds, and every eye will
see him, even those who
plerced him, and all tribes of
the earth will wall on account
of him. Even so. Amen. 8] am
the Alpha and the Omega,”
says the Lord God, “who is
and who was and who is to
come, the Almighty.’

Experience Revelation as
a blessing when you

 Read, Hear, Obey.

e Behold the character
of our Triune God then
Worship.

Live in view of
Christ’s guaranteed
return.







Experience Revelation as

a blessing when you
’Behold, he is coming ... Even

SO. Amen.  Read, Hear, Obey.
°“l am the Alpha and the - Behold the character
Omega,” says the Lord God, of our Triune God

*‘who is and who was and
who is to come, the
Almighty.”

then worship.

e Live in view of
Christ’s guaranteed
return.
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